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CHAPTEE  VII.

Anarchy of the Empire and of the Papacy,

AT the expiration of the Carlovingian dynasty the ques-
tion between the conflicting claims of the Transalpine
sovereigns to the Empire was for a short time in abey-
ance. Italy aspired to name her own king, and to
assume that the Empire belonged of right to the King
of Italy. But there was no one of her dukes, either of
Lombard or Italian descent, so pre-eminent in power
and influence as to command the unanimous assent: no
Pope on the throne of Rome who could seize this glo-
rious opportunity of securing the independence of Italy.
Pope had been following Pope in rapid succession; and
the feuds in Italy and in Eonie, though the main cause
of their animosity, the Imperial title, might Berengar ana.
seem removed, raged with unallayed ferocity, ^cro^o?
Guido, Duke of Spoleto, and Berengar, Duke of ltaly-
Friuli, were put forward as competitors for the empire by
their respective partisans in the South and in the North.
At first Berengar and Guido agreed amicably to share the
spoil. Guido hoped to obtain the Transalpine, Beren-
gar the Cisalpine dominions.21 But Guido had formed
some wild hopes of succeeding peaceably to the French
dominions of Charles the Fat. He entered, it is said,
into an amicable arrangement with Berengar; and
while his antagonist was strengthening his interest ia

* Liutprand, apnd Pertz, p. 250.